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Executive Summary 

 
1.1 Promoted through by the Government’s Active Travel Fund, this scheme 

proposed an ‘Active Neighbourhood’ type closure of St Leonards Street to 
motorised traffic, dedicating its use on an experimental basis as a sustainable 
walking and cycling route free from vehicles. 
 

1.2 In March 2021 Township approved the implementation of an Experimental Traffic 
Regulation Order (ETRO) to deliver the above.  The Order was formally sealed 
and subsequently advertised on 24th June 2021, becoming effective from 1st July, 
with objections invited during the statutory 6-month consultation window. 
 

1.3 No objections were received. 
 

1.4 This report provides a summary of background together with a recommendation 
that this scheme is made permanent.   

 
Recommendation 

 
1.5 As per the previous report to Township, and with the inference of local support 

through the absence of any objections, Committee is asked to approve and 
authorise the Head of Highways & Engineering Service to make the advertised 
ETRO, (Borough of Rochdale) (St Leonards Street, Middleton) Experimental 
(Prohibition of Motor Vehicles) Order 2021, permanent. 

 
Background and Justification 

Statement of Reasons: 
1.6 St Leonards Street lies within Middleton’s Conservation Area.  It has a constrained 

carriageway width and is partially unpaved.  
 

1.7 Although it provides a historical link between Long Street with Morton Street, there are 
alternative and much more suitable highway routes for use by through traffic. 
 

1.8 The experimental Traffic Regulation Order introduced a ‘Prohibition of Motor Vehicles’ 
(except for approved emergency, statutory undertaker, and highway maintenance 
access) along a 204m section of St Leonards Street. 



1.9 The TRO is signed appropriately with point closures at either end and has re-designated 
the highway for use by cyclists and pedestrians, providing environmental enhancement 
as sought by the local community.   
 

1.10 The proposal has addressed community concern and complaints received by the 
Council around inappropriate motorised vehicular access and associated anti-social 
behaviour. 
 

1.11 There has been no negative impact reported for access to adjacent premises.   
 

1.12 The scheme has local support and the necessary statutory approvals and has been 
promoted through Transport for Greater Manchester’s Active Travel Fund by the 
Council’s Highways Network Improvement team. 

 
1.13 The scheme as advertised and subsequently implemented is included for 

information as Appendix A to this report. 
 

Costs and Budget Summary 
 

1.14 The full cost of the Traffic Regulation Order and associated highway works was 
estimated to be in the order of £30,000, met in its entirety by the Government’s 
Active Travel Fund. 

 
Risk and Policy Implications 

 
1.15 The permanent scheme is promoted and recommended as part of the Council’s 

statutory responsibility to ensure that its highways operates safely and efficiently 
for all road users.  
 

Consultation 
 

1.16 Consultation, required by the Local Authorities’ Traffic Orders (Procedure) 
(England and Wales) Regulations 1996, has taken place. 
 

1.17 Statutory consultation was undertaken in May 2021, including engagement with 
all emergency services and Transport for Greater Manchester. 
 

1.18 Notices of Making were posted on-site and published in the local newspaper on 
24th June 2021. 
 

1.19 The ETRO was sealed on 17th June 2021, becoming operational 1st July, with a 
statutory 6-month consultation period and no objections received. 

 
 
For Further Information Contact: Darren McCrohan 

01706 924518  
darren.mccrohan@rochdale.gov.uk 

  



APPENDIX A – Scheme Plan and Notice of Making 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 


